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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

2. The following title is suggested: Status notification of monitored devices through 
electronic mail. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-7, 10, 11, 16-22, 25-26, 30-37, 41, 42, and 44 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Sekizawa (6,430,711). 

5. As per claims 1 and 16, Sekizawa teaches a data transfer process apparatus 
which controls a data transfer in a device (col. 4, lines 33-63), comprising: status 
obtaining means for obtaining status information about a status of said device; message 
obtaining means for obtaining a message according to the status information obtained 
by said status obtaining means; transmission data generation means for generating 
transmission data according to the message and destination information indicating a 
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message destination (col. 19, lines 15-35); electronic mail transmission means for 
transmitting as electronic mail the transmission data generated by said transmission 
data generation means (col. 30, lines 35-63); data generation means for generating 
data that indicates a setting screen displayed on an external apparatus, for setting said 
destination information (col. 26, lines 9-22); and data transmission means for 
transmitting the data generated by said data generation means to the external 
apparatus (col. 10, line 55-col. 11, line 5). 

6. As per claims 2 and 17, Sekizawa teaches a data transfer process apparatus, 
further comprising destination information storage means for storing information 
indicating a destination of electronic mail and information to be added to the electronic 
mail as said destination information (col. 4, lines 6-26). 

7. As per claims 3 and 18, Sekizawa teaches a data transfer process apparatus, 
wherein said electronic mail transmission means transmits the electronic mail to a client 
apparatus through a mail server apparatus connected to a communications medium 
(col. 18, line 54-col. 19, line 14). 

8. As per claim 4, Sekizawa teaches a data transfer process apparatus, wherein: 
said data transfer process apparatus is a network board connected to a printer (col. 18, 
line 54-col. 19, line 14); and said message obtaining means obtains the message from 
the printer (col. 19, lines 15-35). 

9. As per claims 5, 20, 31 , 42, and 44, Sekizawa teaches a data transfer process 
apparatus which controls a data transfer in a device, comprising: information holding 
means for holding setting information set for transmission of an electronic mail 
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containing a message in a natural language depending on status information about the 
device (col. 20, line 58-col. 21, line 8); data generation means for generating data 
indicating a setting screen of said setting information displayed on an external 
apparatus (col. 25, lines 10-39); and data transmission means for transmitting the data 
generated by said data generation means to the external apparatus (col. 10, line 55-col. 
11, line 5). 

10. As per claims 6, 21 , and 32, Sekizawa teaches a data transfer process 
apparatus, further comprising: setting information obtaining means for obtaining setting 
information transmitted from said external apparatus (col. 20, lines 51-57); and setting 
information holding means for holding the setting information obtained by said setting 
information obtaining means (col. 21, lines 9-20). 

11. As per claims 7, 22, and 33, Sekizawa teaches a data transfer process 
apparatus, wherein said setting information includes information indicating a condition of 
transmitting said electronic mail (col. 35, lines 28-38). 

12. As per claims 10, 25, and 36, Sekizawa teaches a data transfer process 
apparatus, wherein said message relates to a supplement of expendables used in the 
device, an exchange of expendables used in the device, or a process status of the 
device (col. 29, lines 25-47). 

1 3. As per claim 1 1 , Sekizawa teaches a data transfer process apparatus, wherein 
said data transfer process apparatus is a network board connected to a printer (col. 18, 
line 54-col. 19, line 14). 
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14. As per claims 19, 26, and 37, Sekizawa teaches a device, wherein said device is 
a printer (col. 18, line 54-col. 19, line 14). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

15. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

16. Claims 8, 9, 12-15, 23-24, 27-30, 35, 38-41, 43, and 45 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sekizawa and Motoyama et al. (6,581,092). 

17. As per claims 8, 23, and 34, Sekizawa teaches the mentioned limitations of 
claims 5, 20, and 31 above but fails to teach a data transfer process apparatus, wherein 
said setting information includes information indicating a reply destination of said 
electronic mail. However, Motoyama et al. teaches a data transfer process apparatus, 
wherein said setting information includes information indicating a reply destination of 
said electronic mail (see Motoyama et al., col. 16, lines 5-33). It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify 
Sekizawa to a data transfer process apparatus, wherein said setting information 
includes information indicating a reply destination of said electronic mail in order to 
transmit summary information regarding usage of a device originating from the device 
through a service center to a resource manager or administrator (see Motoyama et al., 
col. 2, lines 55-59). 
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18. As per claims 9, 24, and 35, Sekizawa teaches the mentioned limitations of 
claims 5, 20, and 31 above but fails to teach a data transfer process apparatus, wherein 
said setting screen sets a pair of a reply address of said electronic mail and a condition 
of transmitting said electronic mail. However, Motoyama et al. teaches a data transfer 
process apparatus, wherein said setting screen sets a pair of a reply address of said 
electronic mail and a condition of transmitting said electronic mail (see Motoyama et al., 
col. 16, lines 5-33 and col. 18, lines 43-59). It would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Sekizawa to a data transfer 
process apparatus, wherein said setting screen sets a pair of a reply address of said 
electronic mail and a condition of transmitting said electronic mail in order to transmit 
summary information regarding usage of a device originating from the device through a 
service center to a resource manager or administrator (see Motoyama et al., col. 2, lines 
55-59). 

19. As per claims 12, 27, 38, 43, and 45, Sekizawa teaches a data transfer process 
apparatus which controls a data transfer in a device, comprising: status obtaining 
means for obtaining status information about a status of said device; message obtaining 
means for obtaining a message according to the status information obtained by said 
status obtaining means (see Sekizawa, col. 19, lines 15-35); storage means for storing 
destination information indicating a destination of an electronic mail (see Sekizawa, col. 
4, lines 6-26); transmission data generation means for generating transmission data 
according to the message and the destination information (see Sekizawa, col. 30, lines 
35-63), and electronic mail transmission means for transmitting as electronic mail the 
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transmission data generated by said transmission data generation means (see 
Sekizawa, col. 18, line 54-col. 19, line 14). But fails to teach adding reply destination 
information indicating a reply destination of the electronic mail to the generated 
transmission data. However, Motoyama et al. teaches adding reply destination 
information indicating a reply destination of the electronic mail to the generated 
transmission data (see Motoyama et al., col. 16, lines 5-33). It would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Sekizawa to 
adding reply destination information indicating a reply destination of the electronic mail 
to the generated transmission data in order to allow a particular end user to send the 
usage of a device from the device either to a resource administrator or through a firewall 
to a service center (see Motoyama et al., col. 3, lines 1 1-37). 
20. As per claims 13, 28, and 39, Sekizawa teaches a data transfer process 
apparatus, further comprising: data generation means for generating data that indicates 
a setting screen displayed on an external apparatus, for setting the destination 
information (see Sekizawa, col. 26, lines9-22) and data transmission means for 
transmitting the data generated by said data generation means to the external 
apparatus (see Sekizawa, col. 10, line 55-col. 11, line 5). But fails to teach a reply 
destination information. However, Motoyama et al. teaches a reply destination 
information (see Motoyama et al., col. 16, lines 5-33). It would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify Sekizawa to a 
reply destination information in order to prepare data for transmission in e-mail 
messages (see Motoyama et al., col. 20, line 61-col. 21, line 5). 
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21 . As per claims 14, 29, and 40, Sekizawa teaches the mentioned limitations of 
claims 12, 27, and 38 above but fails to teach a data transfer process apparatus, 
wherein said storage means stores a reply address of electronic mail. However, 
Motoyama et al. teaches a data transfer process apparatus, wherein said storage 
means stores a reply address of electronic mail (see Motoyama et al., col. 16, lines 5- 
33). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Sekizawa to a data transfer process apparatus, wherein said 
storage means stores a reply address of electronic mail in order to transmit summary 
information regarding usage of a device originating from the device through a service 
center to a resource manager or administrator (see Motoyama et al., col. 2, lines 55-59). 

22. As per claim 15, Sekizawa and Motoyama et al. teach the mentioned limitations 
of claim 12 above but Motoyama et al. fails to teach a data transfer process apparatus, 
wherein said data transfer process apparatus is a network board connected to a printer. 
However Sekizawa teaches a data transfer process apparatus, wherein said data 
transfer process apparatus is a network board connected to a printer (see Sekizawa, 
col. 18, line 54-col. 19, line 14). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time of the invention to modify Sekizawa to a data transfer process 
apparatus, wherein said data transfer process apparatus is a network board connected 
to a printer in order to enable various machines and computers for monitoring, 
diagnosing and controlling the operation of the machines (see Motoyama et al., col. 5, 
lines 24-52). 
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23. As per claims 30 and 41, Sekizawa and Motoyama et al. teach the mentioned 
limitations of claims 27 and 38 above but Motoyama et al. fails to teach a device, 
wherein said device is a printer. However, Sekizawa teaches a device, wherein said 
device is a printer (see Sekizawa, col. 18, line 54-col. 19, line 14). It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify 
Sekizawa to a device, wherein said device is a printer in order to enable various 
machines and computers for monitoring, diagnosing and controlling the operation of the 
machines (see Motoyama et al., col. 5, lines 24-52). 

Conclusion 

24. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. These references are disclosed in the Notice of References Cited 
and teach numerous other ways of implementing a data transfer process apparatus, 
device, status, notifying method, storage medium storing program for status notification, 
and program for status notification, thus a close review of them is suggested. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ranodhi Serrao whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7967. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-4:30pm, M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on (571)272-3880. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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